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COURSE	  DESCRIPTION	  
Modern	  na4ons	  and	  peoples	  frequently	  seek	  their	  origin	  and	  inspira4on	  in	  socie4es	  that	  came	  before.	  They	  oTen	  
gain	  from	  their	  predecessors	  a	  sense	  of	  history	  and	  cultural	  iden4ty	  and	  use	  that	  past	  to	  shape	  contemporary	  
rela4onships	  with	  other	  peoples,	  ins4tu4ons,	  or	  landscapes.	  Ancient	  cultures,	  too,	  established	  in4mate—and	  
oTen	  highly	  poli4cized—connec4ons	  to	  their	  own	  cultural	  history	  through	  monuments,	  literature,	  histories,	  and	  
mythologies,	  oTen	  with	  seemingly	  liXle	  regard	  for	  what	  we	  think	  of	  as	  “the	  truth.”	  This	  course	  inves4gates	  the	  
idea	  of	  the	  past	  (mythological	  and	  historical)	  in	  the	  shaping	  of	  Greek	  and	  Roman	  iden44es,	  the	  influence	  that	  
exis4ng	  monuments	  and	  landscapes	  had	  on	  classical	  ideas	  of	  what	  came	  before,	  and	  the	  use	  of	  oral,	  wriXen,	  and	  
visual	  material	  to	  communicate	  and	  perpetuate	  certain	  legacies.	  In	  addi4on	  to	  looking	  at	  the	  ways	  that	  ancient	  
cultures	  used	  their	  own	  past	  to	  shape	  a	  cultural	  iden4ty,	  we	  will	  also	  look	  at	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  ancient	  texts	  and	  
archaeological	  remains	  have	  been	  employed	  in	  the	  shaping	  of	  modern	  na4onal	  iden44es	  in	  Europe,	  Turkey,	  and	  
Egypt.	  For	  their	  semester	  projects,	  students	  are	  invited	  to	  apply	  the	  ques4ons	  we	  encounter	  in	  class	  to	  a	  historical	  
period,	  poli4cal	  context,	  or	  geographical	  region	  that	  interests	  them.	  Course	  readings	  and	  central	  monuments	  may	  
include	  the	  following:	  Stuart	  Hall,	  Anthony	  Smith,	  Jan	  Assmann,	  Andreas	  Huyssen,	  Homer,	  Herodotus,	  Pindar,	  the	  
Temple	  of	  Zeus	  at	  Olympia,	  the	  Parthenon,	  the	  Great	  Altar	  at	  Pergamon,	  Virgil,	  the	  Ara	  Pacis.	  

LEARNING GOALS (COURSE OBJECTIVES)
•  Depth of knowledge of pre-modern sources
•  Nuanced approaches to the study of unfamiliar cultures
•  Writing skills: use of primary and secondary sources to build 
persuasive argumentation; ability to do research effectively, 
including location of sources and judicious usage



GRADING 
Grading of assignments will be based on the following 
criteria:  
•  Content (direct and focused engagement with the 

assigned topic; delineation of a coherent thesis; 
relevant engagement of primary material and, where 
relevant, secondary scholarship in support of your 
thesis) 

•  Structure (presentation of argument and supporting 
discussion in a clear and logical way)  

•  Grammar, punctuation, spelling, and word choice 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Participation in class and workshops (20%) 
In-class written responses (5%) 
Essay 1, 4-5 pages (15%) 
Essay 2, 4-5 pages (15%) 
Research paper, 10-12 pages (25%) 

 Proposal abstract (5%) 
 Annotated bibliography (5%) 
 Paper outline (5%) 
 Presentation of topic (5%) 

READINGS 
…are available via the course site under the “Resources” 
folder or digitally through BobCat. 

COURSE	  SITE	  
Find	  readings,	  announcements,	  assignments,	  and	  more	  on	  our	  site	  through	  NYU	  Classes.	  

Look	  under	  the	  Academics	  tab	  on	  your	  NYU	  Home	  page.	  

Expectation of Academic Integrity
As a Gallatin student you belong to an interdisciplinary community of artists 
and scholars who value honest and open intellectual inquiry. This relationship 
depends on mutual respect, responsibility, and integrity. Failure to uphold 
these values will be subject to severe sanction, which may include dismissal 
from the University.  Examples of behaviors that compromise the academic 
integrity of the Gallatin School include plagiarism, illicit collaboration, 
doubling or recycling coursework, and cheating.  Such behaviors are subject to 
sanction regardless of intent; in other words, accidental violations are still 
violations, and will be treated as such. For a full description of the academic 
integrity policy, please consult the Gallatin Bulletin or Gallatin website 
[www.gallatin.nyu.edu/academics/policies/policy/integrity.html].
 
If you have any questions about how to cite properly or about what constitutes 
plagiarism, please ask me!
 
**In addition, please know that the internet is not a reliable source for papers written for this class: there is a great 
deal of misinformation that circulates about the ancient world. Websites ending in .com, .net, or .org are not 
acceptable sources for your papers, and it is in your interest to check with me before citing any information found 
online for your research in this class. You will be held responsible for the integrity of any information 
gleaned from internet sources. If you are having trouble locating information in other media, please let me 
know and I’ll be happy to help you.



YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES"
"
Attend class. The core of this class is our discussion in the classroom, and so your presence 
is essential to the success of the class and to your success in the class. More than two 
unexcused absences or persistent late arrivals to class will severely affect your final grade; 
excused absences are limited to documented medical and family emergencies and religious 
holidays. "
 "
Come to every class prepared and ready to participate. When class begins, you should have 
completed the assigned readings, and you should have in front of you a hard copy of the 
text(s) under discussion that day. You should also come with the expectation that you will 
fully engage in class discussion: Attendance does not constitute participation, and 
participation should be informed by the readings. Further, you are expected to stay awake 
during class, to give the discussion your full attention, and to refrain from the use of 
electronics. "
 "
Turn in your assignments completed, proofread, and on time. This means budgeting your 
time carefully, starting on the first day of class, and giving yourself time to reflect upon and 
proofread everything that you turn in. This also means that your assignments should be 
completed in accordance with NYU/Gallatin’s policy on academic integrity (see above)."
"
Be respectful. Everyone comes to this class from a different background, with different kinds 
of knowledge, and with different questions. Because of this, it is especially important that 
every student be responsible for helping to create and maintain a classroom environment in 
which everyone else feels comfortable asking questions and contributing to discussion. Any 
behavior that diminishes the contribution of another student—including comments, gestures, 
and attitudes in class, as well as any comments about class, class discussion, or other 
students in a public forum or online—is unacceptable and will be severely sanctioned."

COURSE POLICIES 

Electronics,	  including	  laptops	  and	  cell	  phones,	  	  
should	  be	  turned	  off	  and	  put	  away	  during	  class.	  	   Late	  assignments	  will	  not	  be	  

accepted	  unless	  accompanied	  by	  
documenta4on	  of	  a	  medical	  or	  family	  
emergency.	  There	  are	  no	  make-‐up	  
assignments	  for	  missed	  classes.	  

Grades	  of	  Incomplete	  will	  only	  be	  given	  in	  cases	  of	  
documented	  medical	  or	  family	  emergencies	  that	  
interfere	  with	  your	  ability	  to	  complete	  coursework	  in	  
a	  4mely	  manner.	  Before	  reques4ng	  an	  Incomplete,	  
please	  familiarize	  yourself	  with	  Galla4n’s	  school-‐wide	  
policies	  at	  
hXp://www.galla4n.nyu.edu/academics/policies/
policy/grades/incompletePolicy.html	  	  

Late	  arrivals	  to	  class	  will	  be	  recorded	  
and	  will	  count	  against	  your	  par4cipa4on	  
grade.	  Arrival	  10	  minutes	  aTer	  class	  
begins	  will	  be	  counted	  as	  an	  absence.	  



Semester Calendar 
Week 1: Introductions 
M. Jan. 27. Introduction, review of syllabus 
 
W. Jan. 29. Overview of ancient Greece and Rome: Things you need to know 
 
 
Week 2: 
M. Feb. 3. The Homeric epics 
Read: Homer, The Iliad, Books 1, 24. 
In class: Discussion of readings; Pindar’s epinician odes: close reading (primary source, text) 
practice 
 
W. Feb. 5. The hero as model 
Read: (1) M. Clarke, “Manhood and Heroism,” in The Cambridge Companion to Homer, ed. R. 
Fowler (2004), pp. 74-90 [available digitally through BobCat]. (2) J. Barringer, “The Temple of Zeus 
at Olympia, Heroes, and Athletes,” Hesperia 74.2 (2005), pp. 211-241. 
In class: Discussion of readings; primary and secondary sources; close reading (primary source, 
image) practice 
 
 
Week 3:  
M. Feb. 10. History and the Homeric Past 
Read: (1) J. Grethlein, “Homer and Heroic History,” in Greek Notions of the Past in the Archaic and 
Classical Eras, ed. J. Marincola, L. Llewellyn-Jones, C. A. Maciver (2012), pp. 14-36. (2) 
Thucydides, Book 1. 
In class: Discussion of readings; distribution of Essay 1 topic 
 
W. Feb. 12. What is collective memory? 
Read: (1) J. Assmann, “Collective Memory and Cultural Identity,” New German Critique 65 (1995), 
pp. 125-133. (2) M. Halbwachs, “Space and the Collective Memory,” in The Collective Memory 
(1950), pp. 1-15. 
In class: Discussion of readings; reading strategies for theory 
 
 
Week 4 
M. Feb. 17. NO CLASS: PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
DUE: Draft of Essay 1 (submit by email to Prof. Franks and your group members by 5:00 
pm) 
 
W. Feb. 19. Writing workshop, Essay 1 
Come to class with a completed work-shopping sheet for each of your group members 
In class: Writing style discussion (When to use 1st person? How to open an essay? Avoiding 
cliches and universals); Work-shopping Essay 1; Reverse out-lining 
 
F. Feb. 21. DUE: Essay 1 (submit by email to Prof. Franks by 5:00 pm) 
 
 



Week 5 
M. Feb. 24. The Athenian Acropolis 
Read: G. Ferrari, “The Ancient Temple on the Acropolis at Athens,” American Journal of 
Archaeology 106 (2002), pp. 11-35.  
In class: Discussion of readings; close reading (secondary source: modeling use of theory) 
 
W. Feb. 26. The Great Altar at Pergamon 
Read: E. Gruen, “Culture as Policy: The Attalids of Pergamon,” in From Pergamon to Sperlonga, 
ed. N. de Grummond and B. S. Ridgway (2000), pp. 17-31. 
In class: Discussion of readings; discussion of Essay 1; distribution of Essay 2 topic 
 
 
Week 6 
M. Mar. 3. Aeneas’ and Achilles’ Shields 
Read: (1) Virgil Aeneid, Book 8; (2) Homer, Iliad, Book 18 
In class: Discussion of readings; close reading (primary source: text) practice 
 
W. Mar. 5. The Prima Porta Augustus 
Read: (1) J. Pollini, “The Augustus from Prima Porta” in Polykleitos, the Doryphoros, and Tradition 
(1995), pp. 262-282. (2) E. Hobsbawm, “Introduction: Inventing Traditions,” in The Invention of 
Tradition (1992), pp. 1-14. 
In class : Discussion of readings; close reading (primary source: visual) practice; applying theory 
to sources 
 
F. Mar. 7. DUE: Draft of Essay 2 (submit by email to Prof. Franks and your group members 
by 5:00 pm) 
 
 
Week 7 
M. Mar. 10. Writing workshop, Essay 2 
Come to class with a completed work-shopping sheet for each of your group members 
 
W. Mar. 12. Research paper  
In class: Distribution of research paper topic; How to develop research questions; Citation 
DUE: Essay 2 (submit by email or in hard copy to Prof. Franks by 9:30 am) 
 
 
Week 8  
NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK 
 
 
Week 9 
M. Mar. 24. Work-shopping research paper topics. 
 
W. Mar 26. Visit Bobst Library 
DUE: Research paper proposal (submit by email or in hard copy to Prof. Franks by 9:30 am) 
 



Week 10 
M. Mar. 31. The ancient past and modern nationalism  
Read: A. Smith, “Legends and Landscapes,” in The Ethnic Origins of Nations (1986), pp. 174-208.  
In class: Discussion of readings; discussion of annotated bibliography 
 
W. Apr. 2. The ancient past and modern nationalism 
Read: (1) P. L. Kohl and C. Fawcett, “Archaeology in the service of the state,” in Nationalism, 
Politics, and the Practice of Archaeology (1995), pp. 3-18; (2) B. G. Trigger, “Romanticism, 
nationalism, and archaeology,” in Nationalism, Politics, and the Practice of Archaeology (1995), pp. 
263-279. 
In class: Discussion of readings 
 
 
Week 11 
M. Apr. 7. Cultural Patrimony and Repatriation Movements 
Read: (1) Y. Hamilakis, “Nostalgia for the Whole: The Parthenon (or Elgin) Marbles,” in The Nation 
and Its Ruins (2007), pp. 243-286. (2) S. M. C. Bilsel, “Zeus in Exile: Archaeological Restitution as 
Politics of Memory,” (2000). 
In class: Discussion of readings 
DUE: Annotated bibliography (submit by email or in hard copy to Prof. Franks by 9:30 am) 
 
W. Apr. 9. Repatriation on trial 
 
 
Week 12 
M. Apr. 14. Research paper presentations. 
DUE: Outline of research paper (submit by email or in hard copy to Prof. Franks by 9:30 am) 
 
W. Apr. 16. Research paper presentations. 
 
Week 13 
M. Apr. 21. Research paper presentations. 
W. Apr. 23. Research paper presentations. 
 
F. Apr. 25. DUE: Draft of research paper (submit by email to Prof. Franks and to your group 
members by 5:00 pm)  
 
Week 14 
M. Apr. 28. Work-shop research paper drafts. 
W. Apr. 30. Work-shop research paper drafts. 
 
Week 15 
M. May 5. Looking for the past in the present: Wrapping up 
W. May 7. Looking for the past in the present: Wrapping up 
 
Week 16 
M. May 12. Conclusions 
DUE: Final research paper (submit by email or in hard copy to Prof. Franks by 9:30 am) 


